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Waste Generation versus 

Population in Washington
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Beyond Waste vision:  We can 

transition to a society where waste 

is viewed as inefficient, and where 

most wastes and toxic substances 

have been eliminated.  This will 

contribute to economic, social and 

environmental vitality.



Beyond Waste seeks to:

ÅEliminate most wastes

ÅEliminate most toxics

ÅUse wastes as resources (closed-loop)

ÅContribute to a strong economy

ÅContribute to a clean environment

ÅHelp ensure healthy communities

ÅStimulate social vitality



What We Need to Know

ÅHealth impacts from wastes and toxics

ÅEnvironmental impacts from wastes and toxics

ÅSocial impacts from wastes and toxics

ÅAmount of wastes generated

ÅAmount of toxics used and released

ÅAmount of wastes used as 

resources

ÅLong-term costs/savings from 

avoiding wastes and toxics



Materials Tracking in Washington

All regulated solid waste facilities are 

required to report annually to the 

Department of Ecology

Disposal :  landfills & incinerators

Diversion/recycling :  compost, MRFs 

and recycling processors

Other intermediate solid waste 

handling :  piles, transfer stations, drop 

boxes, and land application



C&D Materials - Disposed

Landfills and incinerators are required to 

report the following material types:

ÅMSW

ÅConstruction/Demolition

ÅFood Processing

ÅLandclearing Debris

ÅIndustrial

ÅInert

ÅWood

ÅAsh

ÅDredged Materials

ÅSewage Sludge

ÅAsbestos

ÅContaminated Soils

ÅTires

ÅMedical



C&D Materials - Diverted from 

Disposal
Regulated recycling facilities are required to 

report annually ïtons of material by 50 
material types, origin by county, and 
destination of materials.

Unregulated facilities are also asked to report 
voluntarily on the recycling survey.

ÅWood

ÅGypsum

ÅRoofing materials

ÅAsphalt

ÅConcrete

ÅCarpet and padding

ÅLand clearing debris

ÅMixed C&D 



Diversion Rate in Washington

Washington 

achieved 50% 

diversion in 

2006.  



C&D Material Diverted & 

Disposed
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Energy and GHGs Saved by 

Recycling C&D Debris

Material Type 

Recycled Tons Recycled 

BTUs saved 

(millions) 

GHGs avoided 

(MTCE) 

Wood 713,394 4,757,079 75,099

Landclearing 

Debris 310,834 456,908 51,105

Carpet 3,297 349,969 6,529

Concrete & 

Asphalt 1,510,051 1,015,919 20,191

Total 2,537,576 6,579,875 152,924



Encouraging C&D Materials                                        

Recycling


